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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in this application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of modulating tumor growth comprising 
contacting a tumor cell with an effective amount of an agonist or antagonist of IL-23. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the antagonist of IL-23 inhibits or 
prevents tumor growth. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the tumor cell expresses IL-23. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the agonist or antagonist 
of IL-23 comprises a binding composition that specifically binds a polypeptide or nuc l oio 
acid of r>19fSEQIDNOs:2or4) . [[:]] 

a) P 10(SEQ I DNOc:1,2,3,oH);or 
b) I L 23R (SEQ I D NOc:5 or 6). 

5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4, wherein the binding composition 
comprises an antiaen-bindino site of an antibody. [[:]] 

a) an ant i g e n b i nd i ng oito of an ant i body; 

b) an OKtraco l lu l ar rogion of I L 23R (SEQ I D MOo:5 or 6); 
o) a ema il molocu l e; 

d) an ant i conso nuGlo i o ac i d or sma l l intorf e ronco RMA (oiRNA); or 
o) a dot e ctab l o lab el . - 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 4, wherein the binding composition comprises: 

a) a polyclonal antibody; 

b) a monoclonal antibody; 

c) a humanized antibody, or a fragment thereof; 

* 
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d) an Fab, Fv, or F(ab') 2 fragment; or 

e) a peptide mimetic of an antibody. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the tumor cell is: 

a) a colon cancer cell; 

b) an ovarian cancer cell; 

c) a breast cancer cell; or 

d) a melanoma cell. 

8. (Currently amended) A method of treating a subject suffering from a cancer or 
tumor comprising administering to the subject an effective amount of an agon i ct or 
antagonist of IL-23. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein the antagonist of IL-23 inhibits: 

a) growth of the cancer or tumor; 

b) cachexia; 

c) anorexia; or 

d) angiogenesis. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 8, wherein the antagonist of IL-23 
comprises a binding composition that specifically binds a polypeptide or nuoloio acid of 
o19(SEQIDNOs:2or4l [[:]] 

a) p10(SEQIDNOo:1,2,3,oM);or 
b) I L 23R (SEQ I D NOo:5 or 6). 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the binding composition 
comprises an antigen-binding site of an antibody. [[:]] 

a) an ant i gon b i nding s i to of an antibody; 

b) an oxtraco ll u l ar rogion of I L 23R (SEQ I D NOo:5 or 6); 

c) an ant i conco nuc l oic ao i d or emai l i ntorforonco RNA (s i RNA); 

d) a ema i l moloculo; or 

e ) a d e t e ctabl e l ab e l. 
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12. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein the binding composition comprises: 

a) a polyclonal antibody; 

b) a monoclonal antibody; 

c) a humanized antibody, or a fragment thereof; 

d) an Fab. Fv, or F(ab') 2 fragment; or 

e) a peptide mimetic of an antibody. 

1 3. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein the cancer or tumor is of the: 

a) gastrointestinal tract; 

b) respiratory tract; 

c) reproductive system; or 

d) endocrine system. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein the cancer or tumor is: 

a) colon cancer; 

b) ovarian cancer; 

c) a melanoma; or 

d) breast cancer. 

15-18. (Canceled) 



DX06022US01 Page 4 of 5 

PACE 9/10 » RCVD AT 4/24/2006 3:20:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-€FXRF-1/18 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:B50 498 1200 * DURATION (mm<ss): 03-34 



